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SYNOPSIS

The Chair's Game is a game in which you need luck: you need to be in the right place at the right 

time – otherwise you won’t get a chair. 

Alice, 39 years old, single and unemployed can no longer win at this silly game. The unemployment 

office keeps sending her to job application trainings. Yet, Alice knows they won’t lead her to stop 

waiting in line.

Hence, one morning she decides to not finish one of them. Her unemployment benefits are then 

reduced, and money gets tight. Her parents and friends have no idea of the kind of chaos in which 

Alice finds herself, since, she is a proficient liar. Her persistent search to be socially accepted cannot 

prevent her from getting lonelier and lonelier. She keeps herself stubbornly afloat with gas vouchers, 

which she gets for participating to market research, and tries to once again take control of her 

tattered life.

CREW
SCRIPT | Lucia Chiarla

EDITING | Aletta Von Vietinghof

MUSIC | Tobias Vethake

CINEMATOGRAPHY | Ralf Noack

SCENARY | Ana Ticak

WARDROBE | Beatrice Paola Ruffini

MAKE-UP | Isuzu Sekiguchi

CASTING | Maru S. Horning

ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK | Dmitriy Petrovski – Rico Prauss

MIX | Thomas Chousos

PRODUCERS | Giulio Baraldi, Lorenzo Baraldi And Claudine Castay (Kess Films)



DIRECTOR'S BIOGRAPHY

Lucia Chiarla was born in Genoa (Italy) and took acting classes at the Performing Arts School “Paolo 

Grassi” in Milan. She also studied literature in the University of Genoa. She worked in Italy as an 

actress in theatre and movies. In 2005, she moved to Berlin with her son. Her first movie “BYE BYE 

BERLUSCONI!” (Author and Actress) was shown in the 2006 Berlinale. She acted in theater 

productions in Berlin and attended the Skript Academy, as well as wrote scripts and worked as 

dramaturge. With the movie “Reise nach Jerusalem” (The Chairs Game) she debuts as a movie 

director.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

In today’s world there is no better prospect than to be employed. Those who are employed don’t 

bother thinking about better prospects, since, looking for a job is way more strenuous than working. 

To be unemployed means: waking up in the morning and not knowing what to do the whole day. It 

means to start believing that there is something wrong with you and it gets even worse when others 

start believing it too. The media represents unemployed people

as merely part of a problematic quota, a problem for which there are no solutions. The quota 

sometimes increases slightly just to decrease once again. Yet, more and more people are part of that 

quota, who are not only trying to overcome unemployment, but also to keep up appearances and 

escape the downward spiral. The game Musical chairs works in the story as a metaphor of job hunting 

in a society that defines itself more and more through work.



CAST

EVA LÖBAU

The  theater  and  movie  actress,  who  trained  at  the  Max

Reinhardt  Seminar  in  Vienna,  frequently  takes  part  in

interdisciplinary  projects  with  several  authors.  She  is  a

founding  member  of  the  theater  collective  “Die  Bairische

Geischa.” Eva Löbau has worked in theater productions with

Andreas  Ammer,  Santiago  Blaum,  Boris  Nikitin,  Angela

Richter, Ilan Ronen, Vannessa Stern, Patrick Wengenroth, among others. The movies “Der Wald vor

lauter Bäumen” by Maren Ade “Hotel Very Welcome” by Sonja Heiss, “Worst Case Scenario” by Franz

Müller make her part of the German Autorenkino. She was nominated for the German Film Award for

her role in the movie “Einsamkeit und Sex und Mitleid” by Lars Montag and Helmut Krausser.

BENIAMINO BROGI

Beniamino  Brogi  got  to  Berlin  in  2006.  He  worked  there  for  5  years  as

lighting technician. Then, he decided he need a change and started studying

at the European Theater Institute in Berlin until 2010, there he simultaneously

learnt  to  act  and speak German.  After  his  training he pursued an  acting

carrier  in  his  homeland:  Italy.  Most  recently,  he  acted in  the international

Netfix series “Medici: Masters of Florence”.

VERONIKA NOVAK-JONES

Veronika  Nowag-Jones  studied  acting  in  the  Theater

School in Leipzig. She has acted in several movies and

tv-productions since 1977, for instance, the six-part tv-

production “Kein schöner Land” by Klaus Emmerich. She

was  an  ensemble  member  of  the  New  York  Street

Caravan and has also acted in several German theaters.

AXEL WERNER

Upon completion of his education at the Acting School in

Berlin, Axel Werner acted in theaters under the direction of

Fritz Marquardt, Christoph Schroth, Peter Zadek, Heiner

Müller und Leander Haußmann among others.



PRODUCTION
KESS FILM

Giulio Baraldi founded KESS Filmproduktion in 2014. It is geared toward international and national

movies, documentaries, short- and ad-flms as well as videoclips that are both fictional and real. The

experimental documentary “Dust – The wanted life of Gabriel Falsetta” premiered in the Torino Film

Festival in 2015 and was also invited to several international film festivals.

SCHIWAGO FILM

Schiwago Film GmbH was founded in 1999 in Berlin. Shareholders and CEOs are producers Martin

Lehwald  und  Michal  Pokorny.  Marcos  Kantis  is  the  third  shareholder  since  2007.  Schiwago  Film

focuses on the development and production of movies and fctional tvproductions.

Jan Ole Gerster’s “Oh Boy” was shown in countless festivals and received several awards, including

six German movie awards, among other for best director, best script and best movie.
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